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MEMOIRS OF THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LADY CUTTS. — 
[An Extract.] 


THOUGH this lady died 
young, having but just passed 
the age of eighteen, she was 
continued long enough in our 
world, to hold forth a bright 
example of female excellence. 

The foundation of her 
character was laid in strict 
unaffected piety. 

Her devotion was exam- 
plary. Morning and _ eve- 
ning came not more constant- 
ly than her seasons of secret 
prayer, which she observed, 
not asa matter of formality 
or constraint, but with ardent 
desire and delight. On no 
occasion would she dispense 
with this duty. She esteemed 
it her great honour and _ hap- 
piness to attend upon Gop; 
and she resolved to find Jeis- 
ure for this, for whatever else 
she might want it. 

_ How these secret transac- 
tions between Gop and her 
soul were conducted is known 
to Him alone whom she wor- 
shipped. But if one might 
judge of her privacies by 
what was seen of her in pub- 
lic, the conclusion must be, 


that she was full of humility, 
devotion and fervour; for so 
she eminently was in the reli- 
gious exercises of Gon’s 
housee There her behaviour 
was most devout and solemn, 
yet strikingly decent, easy 
and unaffected. It was 
throughout such as declared 


itself not the result of the pas- 


sions merely, but to flow from 
an understanding divinely en- 
lightened, and enriched with 
stores of religious knowl- 
edge. : 

his knowledge, of which 
the foundation was laid by 
the blessing of Gop in early 
instruction, was. much increas- 
ed by frequent reading and 
meditation, of which from 
childhood she was very fond ; 
and by a diligent attendance 
on publick sermons ; at which 
exercises, she was all atten- 
tion, all ear. She kept her 
heart intensely fixed on its 
holy work, by keeping her 
eye from wandering. She 
often expressed her dissatisfac- 
tion at that indecency of de- 
portment, which prevails in 
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assemblies for public wor- 
ship; and wondered that 
those should be often most 


careless of their behaviour to- 


wards Gop, who are most 
scrupulously nice in exacting 
and paying all the little de- 
cencies in usec among men. 
When the bread of life was 
distributed from the satra- 
mental table, she never failed 
to be present. On these oc+ 
casions, the strictness of her 
attention, and the reverence 
of her behaviour, were if pos- 
sible raised and improved. 

Books were her delight ; 
especially books of divinity 
and devotion, which she stud- 
ied and relished above all 
others. But of all books, the 
book of Gop was that in 
which she was most delighted 
and employed. It was nev- 
er for any considerable time 
out of her hands. She knew 
ahd felt its great use and sweet 
influence in calming her mind, 
regulating her desires, and 
liftng-up her thoughts to 
heaven; in feeding and 
spreading that holy flame 
which the love of Gop had 
kindled in her heart, and 
which she took ‘care, by 
these means, to keep perpetu- 
ally burning. 

When she met with any 
thing in the holy Oracles, or 
any other pious book, which 
she thought would be ‘of spe- 
cial use in the conduct of 
life, she trusted not her mem- 
ory with it, though it was so 
retentive, that she safely trus- 
ted it with things of smaller 


“moment; but immediately 


tommitted to writing. Ma- 





ny such observations she has 
left behind her, chiefly drawn 


from the sacred pages, ‘and e- 
qually i og her piety 


and judgment. 
ahs ages of holy writ 


which ie noted, were gen- 
erally such as related: either 
to the concerns of her spir- 
itual state, or to matters of 
prudence ; but she likewise 
spent no- inconsiderable part 
of her time in meditating on 
those passages which contain 
the sublimest points of chris- 
tian doctrine, and in posses- 
ing her mind with a- deep 
sense of the wonderful love 
of Gop to man, as manifested 
in the mysterious work of 
redemption. She  endeav- 
ered to understand the great 
articles of christain faith, as 
well as to practise the rules 
of life contained in the gos- 
pel ; and she sensibly found 
that the best way to be excit- 
ed to holy duties was to ac- 
quire and maintain a thorough 
acquaintance with evangelical 
doctrines. 

The Lord’s day was not 
only held sacred by herself, 
but in her family wore a face 
of devotion suitable to its di- 
vine dignity. It was truly a 
day of rest to all under her 
roof. Her servants were dis- 
missed from a great part of 
their attendance on her, that 
they might be at liberty to at- 
tend on that Lord and Mas- 
ter whom she and they were 
equally bound to obey. There 
was such a silence and so- 
lemnity observed by all about 
her, as might have become 
the house ms mourning; and 
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Vet so much ease and seren- 
ity were visible, (especially 
in her) as shew that they 
who were in the house of 
feasting were not better sat- 
isfied. Thus did she pre- 
pare for the. enjoyment of 
that perfect rest, the celebra- 
tion of that endless sabbath, 
on which she was so soon to 
enter. Thus did she prac- 
tice on earth the duties, the 
devotions, the customs and 
manners of heaven. 

To promote her progress in 
piety, she kept an exact jour- 
nal of her life, in which she 
recorded her relizious experi- 
ence, and the various state and 
temperament of her soul. 

At this glass she dressed 
her mind from day to day. 
To this faithful monitor she 
frequently repaired for advice 
and direction. She compar- 
ed the present with the past, 
judged of what would be by 


what had been, accurately ob- 


served the several degrees of 
holiness she attained, and of 
infirmity she surmounted, and 
traced every step she took in 
her way to heaven. One 
would have thought that so 
much exactness and severity 
in private would have insen- 
sibly wrought itself into her 
general deportment and con- 
verse. Yet nothing could be 
more free, simple and natural. 
She had the reality, with lit- 
tle of the shew of strictness. 
All her rules and performan- 
ces sat so well upon her, that 
they appeared not less her 
plexsure, than her duty. In 
the midst of them, she was ¢a- 
sv in herself, and a delight to 


all around her; ever cheerful 
but calm and even in her de- 
portment. Her satisfaction, like 
a deep, untroubled stream, 
ran on without any of that 
violence and noise in which 
the shallowest pleasures some- 
times abound. 
Cheerful and agreeable as 
she was, she never-carried her 
good humor so far, as to smile 
at a profane, ill natured, or in- 
decent jest. In her highest 
mirth such a liberty made her 
remarkably grave and serious. 
She had a peculiar delicacy, 
as to the least approaches to 
such faults ; and shewed a ve- 
ry quick sensibility at any 
thing, which struck her as im- 
roper, either for herself to 
ear, or others to speak. = 
True piety, which principal- 
ly consists ina humility and 
submission of mind toward 
Gop, is ever attended with 
humility and goodness toward 
his creatures. So it was in 
this excellent woman. Ney- 
ev was there a more deep, art- 
less, unfeigned lowliness of 
mind seen in any of her rank 
and station. Far as she wag 
raised above most of the 
world, she conversed, as it 
were, on a level with all.’ Yet 
when she stooped lowest, shé 
preserved her dignity. In- 
deed, so much merit as _her’s 
did not need fear being famil- 
iar ; for the effect of familiar- 
ity was, that, being better 
known, she was more loved 
and valued. Not only none 
of her inferiors came uneasy 
from her, but none went un- 
easy to her; so confident 
were all before-hand of the 
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sweetness of her temper, and 
an obliging reception. When 
she opened her lips, gracious 
words proceeded thence, and 
in her tongue was the law of 
kindness. Her reserve and 
love of retirement might be 
sometimes misinterpreted as 
the indication of pride and 
self-satisfaction ; but the least 
acquaintance with her banish- 
ed such suspicions. For tho’ 
the attractions both of her per- 
son and mind were extraordi- 
nary, she ever seemed uncon- 
scious of them. Nor was any 
one more distant from an os- 
tentatious display of beauty or 
wit. Indeed it was a distin- 
guishing part of her charac- 
ter, that she little studied ap- 

arance, or made advances 
toward the good opinion of 
the world. 

She was contented to he 
what was good, without tak- 
ing pains to appear so; and 
this, not from an affected dis- 
regard of public esteem, but 
from the modesty and facil- 
ity of her disposition, which 
induced her to give way to 
others who were more willing 
to be observed. Yet she had 
also her hours of openness and 
freedom, when her soul pour- 
ed itself into the bosoms of 
her friends and acquaintance ; 
and then, out of the good 
treasure of her heart, what 
good things did she bring 
forth ! With what delight was 
she listened to by these who 
had the happiness to converse 
with her ! So that it is a doubt 
whether she was inost to be 
admired for what she said, or 
for what she did not say. It 


was wonderful that one who 
could converse with so much 
ease and propricty, should 
choose to be so often silent ; 
and it was surprising that such 
a loverof silence should, when- 
ever she spoke, charm all who 
heard her. 

To her command of her 
tongue, she added a strict and 
watchful guard upon her pas- 
sions, those especially of the 
rough and troublesome kind, 
with which she was very sel- 
dom seen disquieted. She 
scarce knew what the disor- 
ders of anger were, even on 
occasions Aad might seem to 
justify, if not require it. As 
much as she hated vice, she 
chose rather to look it out of 
countenance, than to be severe 
against it in words ; and rather 
to win the bad to the side of 
virtue by her examples, than 
her rebukes. 

Her sweet deportment to- 
ward those who were in her 
company could be outdone by’ 
nothing but her tenderness in 
regard to the absent, of whom 
she thought. and spoke as 
well as possible. If their 
characters were plainly-bad, 
she showed her dislike by on-. 
ly saying nothing of them. 
Neither her good nature nor 
her religion would suffer her 
to speak reproachfully of any. 
She thought she had enough 
of that kind to do at home, 
without looking abroad, and 
therefore turned the edge of 
her reflections on herself. It 
was her settled opinion that 
the good name of any one was 
too tender and serious a thing 
to he plaved with ; and that it 


>» 








was a foolish kind of mirth, to 
say the least, which to divert 
some hurt others. She could 
not think that the only thing 
which gave life and spirit to 
conversation, was to have 
somebody’s faults for the sub- 
ject; or that the pleasure of a 
visit lay in giving up the com- 
pany alternately to one anoth- 
er’s sport and malice. 

- With all this gentleneness 
and meekness of disposition, 
she had a degree of spirit and. 
firmness unusual in her sex ; 
and was particularly observed 
to have a wonderful presence 
of mind in any occurrence of 
danger. 

The purity of her mind 
banished her from most of the 
public entertainments. She 
thought that. no degree of wit 
or humour could make amends 
for what was wounding to the 
ear of chastity; She appre- 
hended that these qualities 
rendered the poison more pal- 
ateable, and therefore more to 
be dreadeds She had neither 
relish nor leisure for such en- - 
tertainments, nor for a thous- 
and other things which the 
world miséalls pleasures. Not 
that she wanted a taste for in- 
tellectual gratification; but 
her thoughts were so much en- 
grossed by subjects important 
and useful, and she was so de- 
voted to the improvement 
of her heart and life, as well 
as het understanding, that 
what was merely amusing was 
to her at best but indifierent, 
and often tiresome and dis- 

gusting. : 

She did not think it the pe- 

culiar privilege of the great to 
VOL. IV. B 
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have nothing to do, but took 
care to fill every moment of 
life with some useful or inno- 
centemployment. The sev- 
eral hours of the day had their 
peculiar business allotted to 
them ; either conversation, or 
work, or reading, or domestic 
affairs, each of which came up 
regularly in its turn, and was 
beautiful in its season. 

Yet her regularity was free 
from formality and constraint. 
If any accident intervened, it 
was interrupted with as much 
ease as it was ordinarily prac- 
tised : forone of her discre- 
tionary rules was, to seem to 
have none, and to make those 
which she established for her 
general government give way 
to particular circumstances 
and occasions. 

She often wrought with her 

‘own hands when she could 
have employed her time 
more pleasantly and profitably 
inreading and meditation ; but 
she was willing to set the ex- 
ample to those around her 
who could not; and remem- 
bered that it was part of an 
inspired description of a vir- 
tuous woman, that she look- 
ed well to the ways of her 
household, and ate not thé 
bread of idleness. | 
Diligence and frugality are 

sisters. She was strictly care- 
fulof her expenses, and yet 
knew how to be generous, and 
to abound, as occasion requir- 
ed. But of all ways of ‘sav- 
ing, she liked that the least, 
which shuts the hands to the 
poor, toward whom she was 


-always compassionate and ~ 


charitable. Of the other de« 
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lights, which a great. fortune 
furnished her, she was.almost 
insensible; but on. this ac- 
count she valued it, that it 

ve her an opportunity of 
enjoying the pleasures of be- 
neficence, and.of tasting all the 
sweets; of well-doing. She 
delivered the poor that cried, 
and the fatherless, and him 
that had none.to help him. The 
blessing of him that was ready 
to perish came. upon her,. and 
she: caused. the widow's heart 
to.sing for joy, Yet.so.unos- 
tentatious and secret was she 


jn the exercise of. this. virtue, 


that many. of the.most-remark- 
able instances of her goodness 
were not known till after her 
death. 

Retirement and. privacy 
she always loveds More 
than, three years before 
her. marriage, she. was. at lib- 
erty to have hved’ in town ; 
but from.a:settled aversion to 
the noise and. hurry. of such 
a life, she stilk hid herself in 
the country. She had too 
poor. an, opinion of herself. to 


think it-so much the interest’ 


of virtue,and religion as.it re- 
ally was, that she. should. be 
known. and distinguished, 


When. afterward. she. went: 


to court, as was sometimes 
necessary, her air and manner 
were such.as. plainly shewed’ 
that she went to pay her duty 
there, and not to enjoy the 


pomp: and. splendour of the. 


Scene. 

Soon after her marriage, 
she declared. to several friends 
her. persuasion, that. every 
woman of quality. was. as 


much more. obliged, as she 


was’ more. enabled, than othe 
other women to do good in 
the world ; and that the short- 
est and surest way of doing 
this was to endeavour tobe as 
good a christian, as good a 
wile, and as good a friend, 
as was possible. All this she at- 
tempted ; andcame much near- 
er the mark than most. In each 
character, relation and duty: 
that-belonged to her, she ex- 
celled. She was devouty; 
without superstition ; strict. 
without ill-humour ; good-na- 
tured, without weakness:;. 
cheerful, without levity ; and 
regular. without. affectation. 
She was to her husband the 
best of wives, the most agree- 
able of companions and of 
friends ; to her servants, the 
kindest of mistresses; to her 
relations, extremely respect- 
ful ; to her. inferiors, singu- 
larly. condescending; and by 
all whe knew her, either near- 
ly, or at a distanee, she was. 
esteemed and. confessed one 
of the best of women. 

As her life was short, her 
death was sudden. A. few 
hours oly intervened be- 
tween her. beig very. easy. in. 
this. world, and. very, happy 
in anothers But she was ev- 
er in preparation ; and. was 
taken-ill the moment after:she 
had closed. her morning: devo- 
tionse Insuch a case, how: 
desirable is sudden death ! 
She. had been. so much used 
to. have. her conversation in 
heaven, and her soul had been 
so often.on the wing thither, 
that it seemed glad to em- 
brace the-first. call to quit its 
prison-of.clay, This: execl- 
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dent and happy woman stayed pect of exchanging worlds. 
no longer afterthe summons, When this was over, and she 


than to assure her beloved 
husband of her entire resigna- 
nation to the divine will, and 
her perfect peace in the pros- 


had ‘taken a tender leave, ‘she 
had nothing more to do, ‘but 
sunk to her long-desired rest 
in the bosom ‘of her Saviour. 


MISCELLANY. 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED. 


— 


THE SEASONS MORALIZED. 


THE changes of the seasons 
remind us of the season of 
human life, which has its 
spring, its summer, its au- 
tumn,& its winter. Happy are 
they who are found improving 
these seasons, as they are 
granted, ina useful and pious 
manners. 

Are you, my dear reader, in 
that early season which re- 
sembles spring? Consider the 
solicitude, the hopes and fears 
of them who nurture you. 
With what pleasure and ex- 
pectation they behold the un- 
folding blossoms of your years 
-—and with what anxiety, lest 
some worm in the bud or 
some untimely frost should 
destroy you! You have per- 
haps noticed the attention and 
pleasure, with which a gar- 
dener cultivates and views his 
aC BeY and‘flowers. You are 

eheld with far greater de- 
light, and nourished with far 
greater care. How is_ the 
gardener disappointed, if he 
sees his labour lost, and his 
most promising frujts de- 


stroyed! You are of far 
greater value than many 
plants and flowers» The loss 
of you would occasion far 
peer trouble. They, whose 
earts are bound up in you, 
fondly hope to see you flour- 
ishing as an olive plant by 
their side ; rising to maturity, 
and yielding precious fruit ; 


cheering and comforting them 


in the winter of their days. 


‘They hope to leave you asa 


tree of renown planted by the 
Lord, and scattering blessings 
around you, when their own 
leaf shall wither and fade. 
What poignant anguish must 
they feel, should sin and folly 


blast their fondest hopes. 


Consider that in the spring 
of life, it becomes you to 
make preparation, for labour- 
ing with success in summer ; 
for gathermg in the rich fruits 
of autumn, and for enjoying 
them with serenity amid the 
storms of winter. A suitable 
improvement of the present 
season is the best preparation 
you can make for that which 
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may suceeed. But donot de- 
pend on continuing till win- 
ter. How many beautiful 
blossoms of the spring fall to 
the ground, no trace of them 
remaining even in summer! 
Should you wither and die in 
spring, you will not cease to 
exist. If cut down in sin, you 
will endure inexpressible mis- 
ery forever. But if you die 
in Christ, you will not perish. 
The flower, though early fa- 
ded will not lose its fragrance, 
your leaves will again expand 
with renewed beauty, and you 
will be deemed worthy to live 
and flourish forever, ina re- 
gion more serene. 

Reader, if you have advan- 
ced to the summer of life, you 
begin to reap that you sowed. 
You are happy indeed if you 
now exhibitthe produce of pie- 
ty, early implanted, and duly 
improved. You are happy if 
your first ripe fruits be meet 
to be rendered as an offermg 
to God. But unhappy indeed, 
if in spring you sowed tares ; if 
your summer threshing floor 
be filled only with chaff, which 
the whirlwind driveth away ; 
if your mind; like the vine- 
yard of the man void of un- 
derstanding, be grown over 
with thorns ; if nettles cover 
the face thereof. Go to the 
ant, thou sluggard, consider 
her ways, and be wise ; who, 
having no guide, overseer, 
nor ruler, provideth her meat 
in the summer, and gathereth 
her food in the harvest. Con- 
sider, that in the summer of 
life it becomes you, as a faith- 
ful labourer to bear the bur- 


then and heat of the day, to 


having well 
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be fervent in spirit, serving 
the Lord ; and that if you 
are not, the angels, when you 
are least apprised of your dan- 
ger, May receive commission 


-to bind you hand and foot, and 


cast yOu into outer darkness. 
Reader, if you have passed 
the spring and summer of 
your days, your harvest is 
truly joyful, if it be plenteous 
in the fruits of piety. With 
such a store for future use 
and comfort, you may calmly 
wait the approaching winter 
of life, or the wintry day of 
death. Butifthe spring and 
summer be ended, and if in 
harvest you have nothing ; if 
your garners are empty; if 
you have no treasures laid up 
in heaven, no sustenance for 
your soul in time to come ; [ 
beseech you say not now a lit- 
tle more sleep, a little more 
slumber, a little more fold- 
ing of the hands to sleep. 
If it be too late to dig, be not 
ashamed to beg. Entreat the 
Master of the vineyard that 
you may receive, if but the 
gleanings of his mercy, lest 
you perish with hunger. 
Aged reader, you have out- 
lived the spring, the summer 
and the autumn of life. He, 
who saith to the snow, Be 
thou on the earth, hath whit- 
ened your head with the snow 
of age, while many others 
have been smitten with un- 
timely frosts. You may just- 
ly be pronounced blessed, if, 
improved the 
milder seasons, you have now 
in store such fruits as sustain 
and nourish you ; if in a hap- 


py winter, a good old age, 








you enjoy the produce of a 
spring,summer and harvest, 
which have been devoted to 
the service of that good hus- 
bandman, who bountifully re- 
pays the toil of his faithful 
servants. You may well be 
pronounced blessed, if your 
better part flourishes with re- 
newed vigor, even though its 
shattered tenement be racked 
and shivered by the wintry 
wind. Like the goodly ce- 
dars of Lebanon, your leaf is 
not withered by cold blasts 
of winter. But if you have 
no fruits of piety to cheer you 
now, the winter of your life is 
cold and comfortless. Fly 
for refuge where alone you 
can find a shelter, to Christ, 
the ark of safety. O may 
you find a refuge there from 
the storms and tempests. 
GAIUS. 


LETTER ON THE SUBJECT OF 
THE PROPHECIES RELAT- 
ING TO CHRIST. 


MESSRS, EBITORS, 

Should you consider the fol- 
lowing letter worthy to be insert- 
ed in your respectable Magazine, 
you are at liberty to insert it, and 
will oblige a subscriber, who wish- 
es for its prosperity, and the suc 
cess of the principles on which it 
is established. B. A. 


A LETTER directed to one who 
appears to be in doubt wheth- 
er the prophecies of the old 
Testament had a direct ref- 
erence to Fesus Christ ; 
qherein an historical ac- 


On the Prophecies of the Old Testament relating to Christ. 13 


count of the Birth, Life, 
Passion, Resurrection, As- 
cension, and future King- 
dom of our blessed Saviour, 
as collected from the prophe- 
cies of the Old Testament. 


SIR, 

I rejoice to hear from 
you, that any endeavours of 
mine have contributed in the 
least towards your satisfac- 
tion. I am thereby the more 
encouraged to hope, that your 
remaining difficulties may ea- 
sily be obviated ; and partic- 
ularly, that it will not prove 
difficult to answer your pres- 
ent demand; to shew how 
you may certainly know that 
the prophecies of the Old 
Testament had a “ direct 
reference unto Jesus Christ.” 
You may know this by the ex- 


_ act accommodation of the pre- 


diction with the event. ‘That 
this therefore may be set be- 
fore you in a proper light, I 
will endeavour to give you 
(in the form of an history) 
a brief representation of our 
blessed Saviour, gathered 
from the Old Testament ; and 
leave you to compare this 
with the narrative of him in 
the New. If these agree, you 
thereby havea certain discove- 
ry of the divine original of these 
prophecies ; since none but 
anomniscient Mindcould pos- 
sibly foresee these events. 
And you have likewise the 
same certainty, that Jesus 
Christ is the predicted Messi- 
ah, and that his mission is di- 
vine, since what was foretold'of 
the Messiah in the prophhets is 
fulfilled inhim. The time of 
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the manifestation of this glori- 
ous person, whom I am now 
to describe, was during the 
continuance of the kingdom of 
Judah; while the sceptre was 
in the hand, and a lawgiver 
came from between the feet of 
that tribe, (Gen. xlix. 10, Hag. 
ii-.7, Mal. ni. 1 ;) while the se- 
cond temple was yet standing, 
just A450 Chaldee years after 
the decree went forth to re- 
store and build Jerusalem, 


which was in the twentieth 


year of Artaxerxes Longima- 
nus, king of Persia. Dan. ix, 
25. Now Daniel’s seven weeks 
and threescore and two 
weeks, or 483 vears, were to 
terminate at the death of the 
Messiah. We must therefore 
subtract from the number the 
83 years of his life, and there 
remains 450 years to his birth. 
This King likewise came into 
the world, and the Gop ofheav- 
en set up his everlasting king- 
dom atthe season of the 4th, or 
Roman monarchy ; when there 
was an end put to the dreadful 
shaking of the heavens and the 
earth, the sea and the dry land, 
and indeed of all nations, by 
the wars of Alexander the 
(sreat ; the four kingdoms that 
arose out of his conquest ; and 
the Romans, the conquerors 
of them all; and when peace 
was restored to the world, 
(Hag. ii. 6,7, 9) which hap- 
pened when Augustus Casar 
was emperor of Rome, and 
Herod the Great was king of 
Judea. As to the pedigree 
or descent of our blessed Say- 
iour, it must be considered 

with respect to the two differ- 

ent natures, that were united 
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in the glorious person. For 
how wonderful soever it m 
appear to us, the man Christ 
Jesus was also Immanuel, 
Gop with us, (Isaiah vii. 14) 
and that divine child, which 
was born, and the son, which 
was given to us at the time 
(before described) is the 
mighty Gop, and the ever/ast- 
ing Father, as well as the 
Prince of Peace. Isaiah ix. 
6. Heis that Gop, whose 
throne is forever and ever. 
Psalm xly. 6. And though a 
man, yet such a man as is al- 
so God’s own fellow. Zech- 
ariah xiii. 7 Now, if we 
consider his descent, with rea 
spect to his divine person, it 
must necessarily be, that tho? 
he be God the Father’s son, 
and begotten of him ; (Psalm 
ii. 7) yet his going forth must 
have been of old, from ever- 
lasting. Micahv.2. And 
it is accordingly true, that the 
Lord possessed him in the be- 
ginning of his way, before his 
works of ald: He was set up 
from everlasting, from the be- 
ginning, or ever the earth was. 
Proy. viiie 22, 23. Being 
thus necessarily stopped from 
looking any further than to e- 
ternity, and to him that in- 
habits eternity, in consider- 
ing the original of his divine 
person, I proceed to take no- 
tice, that in his human nature 
he descended from the loins 
of Abraham, (Gen. xii. 3) of 
Isaac, (Gen. xxvi. 4) and of 
Jacob, (Genesis xxviii. 14) 
from the tribe of Judah, (Gen, 
xlix. 10) and from the royal 
family of David, (Psalm 
lxxxix. 35, 36) and that ina 
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way surprisingly different 
from any ordinary human 
generation ; a virgin conceiv- 
ed, and brought forth this 
sen, whose name is Jmmanu- 
el. Isaiah vii. 4 And this 


new thing did Gop create in- 
the earth, that a woman hath 
compassed aman. Jeremiah: 


xxxi. 22.. The place where 


our blessed Saviour was born: 


was Bethlehem Ephratah. 
This town, though but little 
among the thousands of Ju- 
dah, was honoured’ with be- 
ing ny te, out of which he 
came. forth, who is the su- 


preme ruler of Israel. Micah 


v. 2. Here he was born, but 
this was not the place of his' 
chief and principal residence ; 
that was Galilee of the Gen- 
tiles. This people, who had’ 
walked in darkness, saw this 


preat light among them : even* 


upon them who had dwelt in 
the land of the shadow of 
death hath this nee shined. 
Isaiah ix. 1, 2. e circum- 
stances of his appearing in 


the world were low, mean and’ 


abased ; very different from 
the expectation men had en- 
tertained of the Messiah ; 
and therefore was despised, 
and rejected of men; they hid 
their faces from him ; he was 
despised, and they esteemed 
him not. Isaiah litt. 3. May 
many were astonished at him ; 
his visage ,was marred more 
than-any man; and his form 
more than the sons of men. 
Isaiah lii. 14. So far was his 
appearance from that” glory 
and majesty, that pomp and 
splendour, which was expect- 


ed: in: the- Messiah, that- he 


was consideréd as a worm and 
no man; a reproach of men ; 
and despised of the people. 
Psalm xxii. 6: Even the 
priest and rulers themselves, 
who should have been the 
builders of the Jewishchurch, 


refused this Stone, which is 


become the head of the corner. 
Psalm cxvili. 22. And the 


reason of this was, that they” 


saw no form nor comeli- 
ness, no riches nor honour, 
nio magnificerice nor beauty in 
him, that they should desire 
iitm. Isaiah liii. 2: 

The characters, in which 


he* appeared in the world, 
were those of a Prophet, . 


Priest, and King: to‘each of 
which it’ is: proper to speak 
something particularly. The 
Lord our God did in the per- 


son’ of’ our bléssed Saviour,. 
raise up unto his people a 


prophet, like unto Moses, the 


greatést and most eminent > 


prophet of the Jewish church : 
he put his words into his 
mouth, that he might speak 
unto them whatsoever hé 


commanded him; and held - 


his people under the strongest 
injunction, upon their peril, to 
hearken to the words, which 


this prophet should speak in 


hisname. Déut. xvii. 18, 
19. Andas our Lord Jesus 
Christ was destined by God 
the Father unto the prophetic 
office, he cheerfully undertook 
it. Lo, I come (says he) in the 
vohime-of the book it is written 
ofme; I delight to do thy 
will, O my God. Yea, thy 
law is within my heart. Ps. 
xl. 7,8. And ashe cheerful- 
ly undertook, so he” diligently 


a” ae 


t 


; 
. ; F 
‘ 
t 
' 
? - 
- 
¥ 4 
+ 
» 
i] 
vu 4 
’ ile 
‘ 
4 
; y 
} % 4 
a ea 
art f 
is 
ea 
4 
{ t 
Me) 
nt * 
rps 
i ia 
. 
if r) 
rae OY 
hy ee 
43 h 
« ; 
ia 4 G 
vA i 
> Sie 
‘ 
‘ 
. e 
s 7 
; ay 
Lid - 
i “e te 
“yl vf 
i) PVE 
Re 74 
1 ‘ 
“at Sa 
Sih ¢ 
on: oe 
tyt . 
De (ie 
Y . 
Er. q 
1 
#, a 
t; | i 
ty 
Vie oe 
7 5 ene 
is 
‘s 
; Hak 
pit Vie 
1.) Jeet: 
ut 
eee 
wv ‘7 
Fy aie 
] , ii 
ie f} 
» 
pa he 
if ti 4 
ar S ye 
ili ee 
i 
ve f 4s 
te ; 
Tae 
t “th % 
) ike * 
Lam Se 
ee 
+ ee! 
(ge Z 
_ is | 
oe 
Bae & ¥ 
>» 5 ee po? 
> awe st 
~~ Dae 
rad “Dab oe 
a To ie 
mo ) 
* That 
ame he 
° Plae i 
iy + hee. 
t ie C0 4 
et 
ie a 
r hae 
ee 
“ __ 4 
oP ai > 
4 io 
n 
Vs Bias tie 
ag iy 
i? | 
io 


oS Sam, fy 34 2s 
Sethe DBT Te 


sts 


weg 


a: 3 . . 
Fi Lata e Scher ee ee oe ee 
se ee ee oe ee Naina 


OP 5 
a . 


ie —_— — 
nee ee iets 
”; 

rs gen hemes ae : 
= : a =a ss 

ee ee ee 

FY 
= 











a Coe ee 7" 

































Un 

































































16 A father’s instruction to his son. 


and faithfully discharged this 
sacred and important trust. 
He, as a wonderful Counsel- 
lor, (Isaiah ix. 16) preached 
constantly to the people, and 
made known the whole mind 
and will of God to them ; and 
could make this appeal to his 
Heavenly Father, J have 
preached righteousness in the 
great congregation. 
have not refrained my lips, O 
Lord, thou knowest. JI have 
not hid thy righteousness with- 
in my heart. JI have declared 
thy faithfulness and thy salva- 
tion. Ihave not concealed thy 
loving kindness and thy truth 
from the great congregation. 
Psalm xl. 9,10. He constant- 
ly preached among the people 
the blessed and joyful news of 
glorious salvation from their 
sins, guilt, danger and misery. 
The spirit of the Lord God was 
upon him, because the Lord had 
anointed him to preach good 
tidings unto the meekw He 
sent him to bind up the broken 
hearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives, and the opening 
of the prison to them that were 
bound; to proclaim the accepta- 
ble year of the Lord; to comfort 
all that mourn ; to appoint un- 
to them that mourn in Zion, 
and to give unto them beauiy 
for ashes, the oil of joy for 
mourning, and the garment of 
praise for the spirit of heavi- 
ness. Isaiahlxi.1,2,3. He 
exercised most tender com- 
passion to dark, doubting and 
tempted souls. The bruised 
reed did he not break, and the 
smoaking flax did he not 
guench, until he brought forth 


judgment unto truth. Isaiah 





pe 


xlii. 3. He strengthened thie 
weak hands; and confirmed 
the feeble knees ; and said to 
them of a faintheart, be strong, 
fear not. Isaiah xxxv. 3.—~ 
He warned the careless and 
secure sinners of their misery 
and danger; and proclaimed 
unto them the day of ven- 
geance of our God. Isaiah 
Ixi. 2. He warned them to 
be wise, to serve the Lord 
with fear ; and to kiss the Son 
least he should be angry, and 
they perish by the way, when 
his wrath is- kindled but a lit- 
tle. Psalm i. 10,11; 12.— 
He made the pathway of sal- 
vation plain, before the eyes 
of all those, who believe in 
him, like an high way in which 
the way faring men, though 
fools, could not err. Isaiah 
xxxv- 8.—He considered his 
people as his flock ; and took 
care of them as a most watch- 
ful and careful shepherd. He 
Sed his flock like a shepherd, he 
gathered his lambs with his 
arm, he carried them in his bo- 
som, and gently led those that 
were with young. Isaiah 
xl. 11. 
(To be continued. ) 
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A FATHER’S INSTRUCTION TO 
HIS SON, 


(Extracted and abridged from 
Law’s Serious Call to a de- 
vout and holy life.) 


PATERNUs lived about two 
hundred years ago; he had 
but one son, whom he educa~ 


ted himself, in his own houses 








And as they were sitting to- 
gether in the garden; wheh 
the child was tem years old, 
Paternus thus began to him. 

The little time that ‘you 
have been in the world, my 
child; you have spent wholly 
with me; and my love ard 
tenderness to you has made 
you look upon me as your only 
friend and benefactor; and the 
cause of all tite comfort and 
ee that yot enjoy. 

our heart I kriow would be 
ready to break with grief, if 
you thought this was the 
last day, that I should live 
with yous = | 

But, miy child, though ‘you 
now think yourself mighty 
happy, because you have hold 
of my hand, you dre now in 
the hands, and under the ten- 
der care ofa much greater 
Father and Friend, than I am, 
whose love to you is far great+ 
er than mine, and from whom 
you réceive such blessings as 
no'mortal can give. 

That God, whom you have 
geen me daily worship ; whom 
I daily éallt upon to bless both 
you aad me, and all mankind ; 
whose wondrous acts are re- 
corded in those scriptures 
which you constantly read ; 
that God, who created 
the heavens and the earth; 
who brought a flood upon the 
old world ; who «saved Noah 
in the ark ; who was the God 
of Abraham, Isaaze and Ja- 
cob ; whom fob biessed and 
praised im the greatest afflic- 
tions ; who delivered the Is- 
taclites out of the hands of the 
Egyptians ; who was the pro- 
tector of righteous Joseph, 
VOL. Iv. a 
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Mosés, Joshua, and holy 
Daniel ; who sent so many 
prophets ixito the world ; who 
sent ‘his son Jesus Christ to 
redeem wiankind: this God, 
who has done all these great 
things; who has created so 
many millions of men, who 
lived and died before you were 
born, with whom the spirits 


of good mien that are departed ~ 


this life now live,} whom in- 
finite nunibers of angels now 
worship in heaven: this great 
God, who is the Creator of all 
worlds, of angels and men, is 
your loving Father and 
Friend, your good Creator 
and Nourisher, from whom, 
‘and not Se sa me; you received 
our being ten years " 
whel I plated chet little acai. 

der elm you there see. 
I myself am not half the age 


of this shady oak, under 


which -we sits Many of our 
fathers have sat under its 
boughs ; we have all of us call- 
led it ours in our turn, though 
it stands and drops its masters 
as it drops its leaves. . 7 

You see, my son, this wide 
and large firmament over our 
heads, where the sun and 
moof and all the stars appear 
in their turns. If you were to 
be carried up to any of these 
bodies at this,vast distance 
from us, you would still dis- 
cover others as much above 
you,as the stars which you 
see here are above the eafthy 
Were you to go = er down, 
east or west, north or south, 
you. would find the same 
height without any top, and thé 
same depth without any bot* 
tom. 
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And yet, my child, so great 
is God, that ail these bedies 
added together are but asa 
grain of sand in his sight. 
And yet you are as much the 
«are of this great God and Fa- 
ther of all worlds, and all 
spirits, as if he had no son but 
vou, or there were no creature 
for him to love and protect but 
ye alone. He numbers the 

airs of your head, watches 
over your sleeping and wa- 
king, and has preserved you 
from a thousand dangers, of 
which neither you nor I know 
any thing. 

How poor my power is, and 
how little I am able to do for 
you, you have often seen. 
Your late sickness has shown 
you how little I could do fer 
you in that state ; and the fre- 
quent pains in your head are 
plain proofs that I have no 
power to remove them. 

I can bring you food and 
medicines, but have no power 
to turn them into relief and 
nourishment. It is God that 
alone can do this for you. 

Therefore, my child, fear, 
and worship, and love God. 
Your eyes indeed cannot yet 
see him, but-all things you see 
ate so many marks of his pow- 
er and presence, and he is 
nearer to you than any thing 
you can sees 

Take him for your, Lord, 
and Father, and Friend; look 
up unto him as the fountain 
and cause of ali the good, 
which you have received 
through my hands, and rev- 
erence me only asthe bearer 
and minister of God’s good 
things toyoue And he that 





blessed my father before I 


was born, will bless you when 
I am dead. 

Your youth and little mind 
is only yet acquainted with 
my family, and therefore you 
think there is no happiness 
out of it. 

But, my child, you belong 
to a greater family than mine ; 
you are a younger member of 
the family of this Almighty 
Father of all nations, who has 
created infinite orders of an- 
gels, and numberless genera- 
tions of men, to be fellow 
members of one and the same 
society in heaven. : 

You do well to reverence 
and obey my authority, be- 
cause God hath given me 
power over you, to bring you 
up in his fear, and to do for 
you as the holy fathers, recor- 
ded in scripture, did for their 
children, who are now in rest 
and peace with God. 

I shall in a short time die, 
and leave you to God and 
yourself ; and if God forgive 
my sins, I shall 50 to his son 
Jesus Christ, and live among 
patriarchs and prophets, saints 
and martyrs, where f pray 
and hope that you may in due 
time follow me. 

Let your thoughts often 
leave these gardens, and these 
fields and farms, to contem- 
plate upon God and heaven, 
to consider upon angels, and 
spirits of good men, living in 
light and glory. 

As you have been used to 


look to me in all your actions, 


and been afraid to do any 
thing unless you first knew 
my will; so let it now bea 











rule of your life, to look up 
to God in all your — to 
do every thing in his fear, and 
to abstain from every thing, 
which is not according to his 
-will. 

Bear him always in your 
mind, teach your thoughts to 
reverence him in every place, 
for there is no place where he 
is not. 

God keepeth a book of life, 
wherein all the actions of all 
men are written ; your name is 
there, my child, and when you 
die, this book will be laid o- 
pen before men and angels, 
and according as your actions 
are there found, you will ei- 
ther be received to the hap- 
imag of those holy men, who 

ave died before you, or be 
turned away among wicked 
spirits, that are never to see 
God any more. 
Never forget this book, my 


son ; for it is written ; it must 


be opened ; you must see it ; 
and you must be tried by it. 
Strive therefore to fill it with 
ie deeds, that the 

and writing of God may not 
appear against you. 

God, my child, is love, wis- 
dom and ness; and every 
thing that he has made, and 
every action which he does is 
the effect of them all. ‘There- 
fore you cannot please God, 
any tuithier than you strive to 


walk in ‘love, wisdom and 
goodness. As all wisdom, 
love and ess proceed 


from God; so nothing but 
love, wisdom and goodness 
can lead to God. 

When you love that which 
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God loves, you act with, him, 
you join yourself to him ; and 
when you love what he dis- 
likes, then you oppose him, 
and separate yourself from 
him. .This is the true and 
the right way; think what 
God loves, and do you love it 
with all your heart. 

First of all, my child, wor- 
ship and adore God ; think of 
him magnificently, speak of 
him reverently, magnify his 
ameter, adore his power, 
requent his service, and pray 
unto him frequently and con- 
stantly. 

Next to this, love your 
neighbour, which is all man- 
kind, with such tenderness 
and affection, as you love your- 
self. Think how God loves 
all mankind, how merciful he 
is to them, how tender he is 
of them, how carefully he pre- 
serves them, and then strive 
to love the world as God loves 
it. 

God would have all men to 
be happy, therefore do you 
will and desire the same. 
All men are greatimstances of 
divine love, therefore let all 
men be instances of your love. 

Mark this, my son, never 
do any thing through. strife or 
envy, or vain glory. Do ev- 
ery thing rather to please God, 
than to ex~el others, because 
it is his will that you should 
do every thing m the best 
manner possible. 

Banish every thought of 
self-pride and self-distinction, 
and accustom yourself to re- 
joice in all the excellencies 
and perfections of your fellow 
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creatures, and be as glad to 
see any of their good actions 
as your Own. 

For as God is as well pleas- 
ed with their well doings as 
with yours, so you ought to 
desire that every thing that 
is wise, and holy, and good, 
may be performed in as: high 
a manner by other people, as 
by email, 

Let this therefore be your 
only motive and spur to all 
good actions, honest industry, 
and business; to do every 
thing in as perfect and excel- 
lent a manner as you can ; for 
this reason, because it is pleas- 
ing to God, who desires your 
perfection, and writes all your 
actions in a book. When I 
am dead, my son, you will 
be master of all my estate, 
which will be much more than 
the necessities of one family 
require. ‘Therefore as you 
are to be charitable to the 
souls of men, and wish them 
the same happiness with you 
in heaven ; so be charitable to 
their bodies, and endeavour to 
make them ,as happy as you 
upon earth, 

Do good, my son, first of all 
to those who most deserve it, 
but remember to do good to all. 
The greatest sinners receive 
daily instances of God’s good- 
ness towards them ; he nour- 
ishes and preserves them, 


that they may repent and re- 


turn to him ; do you therefore 
lunitate God, and think no 
one too bad to receive your 
relief and kindness, when you 
see that he wants it. 

Let truth and plainness be 
the ornaments of your lan- 


guage, and study to think of. 
all things as they deserve to 
chuse every thing that is best, 
to live according to reason 
and order, and to act in every 
part of your life.in conformity 
to the will of God. 

As true religion is nothing 
else but simple nature gov- 
erned by right reason, so. it 
loves and requires great plain- 
ness and simplicity of life. 
Avoid therefore all superflu- 
ous shows of finery and equip- 
age, and let your house be 
plainly furnished with moder- 
ate conveniencies. Do not 
consider what your estate can 
afford, but what right reason 
requires. 

Let your dress be sober, 
clean and modest, not to set 
out the beauty of your person, 
but to declare the sobriety of 
your mind, that your outward 
garb may resemble the in- 
ward plainness and _ simplicity 
of your heart. For it is high- 
ly reasonable, that you should 
be one man, all of a piece, and 
appear outwardly such as you 
are inwardly. 

Asto meat and drink, in 
them observe the highest rules 
of christian temperance and 
sobriety ; consider your. body 
only as the servant and min- 


ister of your soul; and only 


nourish it, as it may best per- 
form an humble and obedient 
service to it. ‘ 

Hate and despise all vain 
false glory, for it is nothing 
but human folly. It is the 
greatest snare, and the great- 
est betrayer, that you can pos- 
sibly admit into your heart. 
Love humility in all its in- 
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ptances, practise it in all its 
parts: for it is the noblest 
state of the soul of man; it 
wil set your heart and affec- 
tions 5. yl with God,-and fill 
you with every temper that is 
tender and affectionate to- 
wards men, . 

Let every day therefore be 
a day of humility. Conde- 
scend to all the weakness and 
infirmities of your fellow 
creatures, cover their frailties, 
love their excellencies, encour- 
age their virtues, relieve their 
wants, rejoice in their prosper- 
ity, compassignate their dis- 
tress, receive their friendship, 
overlook their unkinkness, 
forgive their malice, be a ser- 
vant of servants, and conde- 
scend todo the lowest offices 
to the lowest of mankind. 

Aspire after nothing 
your own purity and perfec 
tion, and have no ambition, 
but to do every thing in so 
reasonable and religious a2 
manner, that you may be glad 
that God is every where 
present, and sees and observes 
all your actions. he great- 
est trial. of humility is an 
humble behaviour towards 


your equals in age, estate and. 


condition of life. Therefore 
be careful of all the motions 
of your heart towards these 
people. Let all your behay- 
iour toward them be govern- 
ed by unfeigned love. Haye 
no desire to put any of your 
equals below you, nor any an- 
ger at those, who would put 
themselves above you. If 
they are proud, they are ill of 
a very bad distemper; let 


but: 


them therefore have your ten- 
der pity, and perhaps your 
meekness may prove an occa- 
sion of their cure. But if 
your humility should do them 
no good, it will however be 
the greatest good you can do 
to yourself. 

Remember that there is but 
one man in the world with 
whom you are to have per- 
petual contention, and be al- 
ways striving to exceed him, 
that is yourself, The time of 
practising these precepts, my 
child, will soon be over with 
you ; the world will soon slip 
through your hands, or rather 
you will soon slip through it. 
It seems but the other day, 
since I received these same 
instructions from my dear fa- 
ther, that IT am now leavin 
with youe And the God, 
who gave me ears to hear and 
a heart to receive what my 
father said unto me, will, I 


hope, give you grace to love 


and follow the same instruc- 
tions, 


ON THE TRIALS OF MINiS- 
. TERS. 


It is the opinion of some, 
that to be a minister is to be a 
gentleman; and that such 
characters live at ease, unac- 
quainted with the toils of la- 
bour, and undisturbed by the 
anxiety of care. But it must. 
be remembered, that though 
they are not called to engage 
in the active: scenes of busi- 
ness, nor’ to experience the 
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disappointments and losses of 
trade, they have trials as great 
in number, and as distressing 
in their nature, as any other 
class of society. The office, 
which they sustain, is import- 
ant and honourable ; but nei- 
ther the dignity of *that office, 
the ardour of their piety, nor 
the greatness of their success, 
exempts them from the most 
painful exercises and trying 
circumstances. A few of 
those trials, amd the source 
whence they arise, we will here 
attempt to point out, that the 
reader may learnto sympathise 
with, and pray for, the faithful 
ministers of [esus Christ. 

A pious, conscientious min- 
ister labours under many trials 
arising from Aimself. A sense 
of his own weakness, the 
prevalence of unbelief, the lan- 
guor of his affections, the re- 
mains of ignorance, and the 
little zeal he manifests in pro- 

ortion to the importance of 
bis work, so fills him with 
shame, that he is almost ready 
to resign back his commission, 
and retire to obscurity. When 
he considers the spirituality, 
the fervour, the knowledge, 
the diligence, the love, the 
faithfulness, with many other 
qualifications which a minis- 
ter ought to possess, he fears, 
he trembles for himsclf, and 
exclaims, “ Who is sufficient 
for these things '—He knows 
also the treachery of his own 
heart. The very thought of 
injuring the cause by any vol- 
atilityof mind, any unguard- 
ed step, any wungoverned 
disposition, strikes him “with 
horror.— He has trials arising 


not only from himself, but 
from his enemies. Ministers 
stand in the front of the battle, 
and are therefore more expos- 
ed to the fiery darts of Satan. 
Too often, alas! he endeav- 
ours to insinuate, that their 
zeal is temerity, their experi- 
ence delusion, their feelings 
mechanical, and their dili- 
gence unnecessary labour. He 
has temptations for them in 
every place, and from every 
object ; in retirement and in 
company, in the study and in 
the pulpit, in their prosperity 
and adversity, from their 
friends and their foes. None 
but faithful ministers can tell 
what sufferings arise from 
these sources ; and how often 
they ascend the pulpit with 
hearts almost broken, and fears 
almost insuperable. | 
From the world also they 
are much tried. It is true, 
they ought to bear hardships 
without mumuring, and per- 
secution without resentment. 
But it must not be forgotten 
that they are men of like pas- 


sions with others ; their sensi- - 


bility as acute as that of their 
fellow men. ‘To be degraded 
in the scale of society ; to be 
unjustly suspected and wilful- 
ly misrepresented, wounds the 
fatings even of the best, and 
would be insupportable, did 
they not know that their 
Master was treated in the 
same manner, and _ that 


_ strength is promised equal to 


their day. 

Difficult, however; as these 
trials are to bear, they have 
others not less painful. ‘These 
arise not from themselves, nor. 











from their open enemies ; but 
from professors of the same 
religion, and often from their 
own hearers. Ministers have 
indeed their defects like oth- 
ers; and these defects, like 
spots in the sun, are more easi- 
ly discerned, than in those 
who move in obscure circles : 
but even the most able, hum- 
ble, and pious among them 
sometimes suffer much from 
the capricious tempers and 
contracted spirits of their hear- 
ers.——The unsteadiness of 
hearers also has been no small 

ief to the ministers of 

hrist. At first, some have 
been all love and attentton, all 
sympathy and attachment ; 
but how fickle is human na- 
ture! In a little while their 
seat is vacated ; their own pas- 
tor, to whose care they 
solemnly committed them- 
selves, is thought little of! 
Some flaming preacher has 
attracted their attention; 
some new scheme has pleased 
them, till at last an entire cool- 
ness and dissatisfaction has 
taken place. These are but 
few of the trials of a minister : 
we might add—the offences 
taken by the rich when they 
are reproved—the affronts of 
the poor when they think they 
are slighted—the worldly 
mindedness of professors in 
general ; their little attention 
to the sabbath ; their coming 
late to the place of worship, 
or sleeping when they are 
there ;,their neglect of prayer 
meetings and domestic reli- 
gion ; their frivolous excuses 
tor absenting themselves from 


the Lord’s supper ; and, above 
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all, the little circumspection 
observed in their conduct. 
These are things which lie 
very heavy on a minister’s 
heart, and make. him often 
weep in secret, and lead him 
to conclude that he labours in 
vain, and spends his strength 
for nought. . Let hearers 
learn to compassionate their 
ministers ; they are dear to 
God, they should be so to 
them. ‘Those,who are pro- 
fessedly members. of the 
church of Christ, should en- 
deavour to make their pastor 
comfortable in themselves, if 
they wish them to be _profita- 
ble to others. Encourage 
them, therefore, by your at- 
tendance, candour, sympathy, 
union, prayers, liberality and 
conduct, and you will find, 
that Ae that ministereth seed to 
the sower, both ministers bread 
for your food, and increaseth 
the fruits of your righteouse 
NESSe 
4 LAYMAN, 


The following is a copy of one 
of the last letters of the emi- 
nently holy and pious Mr. 
Richard Baxter. 


SIR, 
Ir hath pleased the Lord, 
whose Iam, to give me a sharp 
and plain summons to come 
forth of his vineyard, and 
leave his work. I confess I 
understood not that voice of 
the roda while; but it hath 
now spoken louder. As little 
cause have I to murmur, as 


most men breathing. Se long 





A mene 


7" ee a we . 
wos . 
Se or remeneoun. 
" ae ae “ek a 
re = RRs Hs” tae gs mee 











eA: 


sein 
ae ~ ~ 


+ a igs aa 
: a See 
Oe est 
er aes, 


— 
a eee 
cn 





=— i 
vat — 


we ae eo — 
Se . a 2 — * 
; ~ : ~~ 
tv : 
Sa 


RSs. a ee 
— 
— 






a 
-. 


a ee 


rs 


eS. 


—~_< 
xe mM Seat : 


ee 





























> Mee ae 
= 


Wie oa ee “<4 










































a 


ak i: 


34 Letter of Mr. Richard Baxter. 


and frequent have. his warn- 
ings for preparation been ; so 
long and frequent mine oppor- 
tunities of doing and receiy- 
ing good, that I .may ‘con- 
clude Ihave hada competent 
share ; and,.indéed, though un- 
willingness to die has all this 
while been my sini, my great 
sin, yet God hath made me 
somewhat ~ more willing, 
though, alas! but somewhat. 
I confess, when I think of 
oor . Kidderminster, 7, 
Peart bleeds, and I could glad- 
ly yet live; but the Lord 
must dispose. It hath been 
long my observation, whet 
men, after trouble and unsét- 
tledness, begin to think 
uiet and rést, they are near 
death yet did not I prom- 
ise my soul such ease in Sset- 
tling. Oh, that you could 
help to quiet and comfort my 
dear friends of Kiddermin- 
ster. I pray you, Sir, write 
me word to that purposé to 
my father, who, I fear, will 
bear my death with too little 
patience. Oh, Sir, if you 
will die comfortably, be much 
with God—suffer not estrang- 
edness casily—have promises 
at hand——be daily in heaven— 
bring faith by daily exercise 
to real affecting apprehen- 
sions——be industrious private- 
ly, as well as publicly, for the 
recovery of souls—let slip no 
opportunity—let nothing si- 
lence you; but let Christ, 
when he comes, find you so 
doing—bé tender of the god- 
ly that differ in questionable 


things, without favoring their 
‘sit, or Countenancing a tol 
ération of open evil. In all 
these I have tod muth  fail- 
ed. All my friends have 
left “me; and here I am 
‘worse than alone, but that 
God is with me. I had so 
much sudden ease on the fast 
day, that I was sensible of the 
benefit of prayers. I pray, set 
one day apart privately 
for me with your “godly 
friends. There is no other 
hope left ; physicians, naturé, 
flesh, blood, “spirit, heart, 
friends, all fail; but God js 
the strength of my heart and 
tiny portion forever. Yet I 
‘know the God whom I serve 
is able to deliver, and hath 
delivered ; but if he will not 
deliver, though he slay me, 
yet will [ trust in him ; and I 
now whom I have trusted. 
I confess I was never yet near 
so low ; but I trust im him 
who raiseth the dead. I 
know my Redeemer liveth ; 
and as he hathnot died’ in 
vain, so neither have F run or 
laboured in vains Though 
mine iniquities sometynes lie 
heavy on me, yet I have 


fought a good fight, &c. ; and 


if I see your faces no more in 
the flesh, farewell till éterni- 
ty ; and the spirit and grace 
of Christ Jesus our Lord pre- 
servé your souls to himself 
forever. 
Your languishing, decaying, 
yet believing, hoping friend, 
RrcHarD BAXTeR. 


















fIRCUMSTANTIALS AND ES- 
SENTIALS IN RELIGION. 


(An Extract.) 


Circunistantials and essen- 
tials in religion, if we speak 
with propriety, are derived 
from the same - source, 
and resolved - into the 
the same authority. To 
consider the commands of 
God as essentials, and the in- 
ventions and traditions of men 
superadded thereto, as cir- 
cumstantials, would be a very 
improper, and indeed a ve 
talse division of the subject. 
Nothing but what is prescrib- 
ed by the word of God,or may 
be fairly deduced from it, is 
worthy the name even of a 
circumstantial in true religion. 
Human appointments, if not 
repugnant to scripture and the 
light of cénscience, may be 
submitted to for the sake of 
peace, or when the ‘general 
purposes of edificatton cannot 
be attained without them ; 
but they seem not to deserve 
a place even among the c7r- 
cumstantials of a religion, 
which is of dive mstitution. 
All the laboured arguments 
whether for or against the col- 
or of a garment, the shape of 
a building, and a thousand 
other things equally insignifi- 
cant, seem to have cccasioned 
a needless loss of time and 
temper, chiefly by a mistake 
of the question or both sides. 

Essentials im christianity are 
those things, without which 
no man can be a christian in 
the sight of God, and by the de- 
cision of his word: and such 
VoL. Iv. D 
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things only are to be accounted 
essential, as place every one 
who possesses them, by scrip- 
ture declaration, in a state of 
favour with God _ through 
Christ. These might be 
branched out into many par- 
ticulars ; but they are fully 
and surely comprised in two, 
Faith and Holiness. These 
are essential to the being of a 
christian, are only to be 
found in a christian, and are 
infallible tokens that the pos- 
sessor is accepted in the be- 


‘loved ; and ‘whoever dies 


without them must assured- 


ly perish. These are essen 


tials, because they are abso- 
lutely necessary; for it is 
written, “* He that believeth 
not shall be damned,” and, 
*‘ without holiness no man 


-shall see the Lord :” and they 


are essential likewise, because 
they demonstrate an interest 
in the promise of everlasting’ 
lifes Thus our Lord de- 
clares, “ He that heareth my 
words, and believeth in him 
that sent me, hath everlasting 
life, and shall not come into 
condemnation, but is passed 
from death untolife ;” and the 
Apostle, writing tu the believ- 
ing Romans, tells them, 
“« Now being made free’ from 
sin, and become the servants 
of God, you have your fruit 
unto holiness, and the end ev- 
erlasting life.” ‘These then 
are the essentials of religion ; 
and, though they are produ- 
ced by the same power of the 
Holy Spirit, and derived fram 
a knowledge of the same 
truths, and therefore cannot 
be separated, they may prop- 
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‘erly be distinguished, for the 
conviction of those who pre- 
tend to one without the oth- 
er. The most specious ap- 
pearances of holiness, which 
are not accompanied with 
faith in Christ, may be safely 
rejected as counterfeits. On 
the other hand, a profession 
of faith which is not eviden- 
ced by the fruits of holiness, 
by gracious tempers, and by 
a tenor of life becoming the 
gospel, is dead, delusory and 
destructive. 

If the question is removed 


another step, arid it should be 
‘asked, which or how many, of 


the doctrines of scripture are 
necessary to produce the faith 


and holiness suppesed requi- 


site ; 1t may suffice to say, 
That, in the nature of things, 


no person can be expected to 


believe in Christ, till convin- 
ced of his need of him, and of 
his ability, as a Saviour, fully 
to answer his expectations: 
And, as a supreme love to 
God, and a hatred of all sin, 
are evidently included in the 
idea of holiness, it supposes 
a disposition of mind, which 
every man’s experience proves 
to be beyond the power of fal- 
len nature ; and therefore a 
competent knowledge and 
cordial acceptance of what 


' the scripture teaches, con- 


cerning the natute and desert 
of sin, the person and media- 
tory acts of Christ, the caws- 
es, ends and effects of his me- 
diation, together with the ne- 
cessity of that change of heart 
which is expressed by a being 


born again, appear to be essen- - 


tially necessary to that faith 
and holiness, which are des- 


described in the gospel. 

The circumstantials of Pali. 
gion include all those partic- 
ulars of revelation, with which 
a person, possessed of the a- 
bove mentioned essentials, 
may as yetbe unacquainted, 
and of which he may be una- 
ble to judge with certainty. 
A careful application to the 
scripture, a diligent waiting 
upon God m prayer, and an 
improvement of the means of 
grace, will, by the divine bles- 
sing which "is promised to 
those who seek! in this man- 
ner, increase our light, com- 
prehension and _ certainty 
with regard to these points, 
which, though not essentially 
necessary to the being of a 
christian, are exceedingly con- 
ducive to his well being, to 
his growth and establishment 
in the truth. 

This subject may perhaps 
be illustrated from the ani- 
mal frame ; in which what we 
call the vital parts may be 
considered as essential to life, 
because there can be no 
life without them. We may 
easily conceive, thata man 
may live without an arm, or 
leg, or several members and 
organs, which, though high- 
ly valuable for use and com- 
fort, are not necessarily con- 
nected with life ; but, if we 
conceive him as deprived of 
his head, heart, or lungs, 
we can no longer consider 
him as living: yet it is de- 
sirable to have a body, not on- 
ly animated, but organized. 
So likewise in religion, those 
who are truly partakers of it 
will not too curiously inquire, 
how much knowledge cr what 











degree of practice, is barely 
consistent with a_ possibility 
of life, but they will earnest- 
ly desire to be acquainted 
with the whole will of God, 
and that every part of it may 
hav@a suitable influence up- 
on their practice. But, in the 
mean time, a consolation is 
provided, in the promises of 
God made to those who have 
received the seeds of faith and 
true holiness, against the 
fears, dcubts and involuntary 
mistakes, to which, from re- 
maining ignorance, they are 
yet subject. He will supply 
what is wanting, pardon what 
is amiss, and lead them on 
from strength to strength: 
they are to walk by the light 
already afforded, to wait on 
him for an increase, to be dif- 
fident of themselves and gen- 
tle to others, and things, 


which as yet they know not, 


God willin his due time re- 
veal to them. 
P. S. 


—_= 
For the Magazine. 
SAINT PAUL AN EXEMPLAR. 


Messrs. Editors, 

In the much esteemed 
works of the Rev. John New- 
ton, we find an essay on the 
character oi Saint Paul, con- 
sidered as an exemplar or 

attern of a minister of Jesus 
Christ. What he writes on 
this interesting subject I 
think might be of use not on- 
ly to the ministers of the 
gospel, but te christians in 


Christ. 
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general. If you concur in 
sentiment with me, you will 
publish, in your Evangelic:] 
and useful Magazine the 
following extracts from it, 


P——..5, 


“Ir is a preat encouragement 
to find from = scripture, 
how the grace of God has en- 
abled others, in equal circum- 
stances of danger and tempta- 
tion, to rise superior to all 
impediments, and to maintain 
such a course of conduct, that 
they stand proposed as_ prop- 
er patterns for our imitation, 
and call upon us to be follow- 
ers of them as they were of 
Christ. Amongst these, the 
character of saint Paul shines 
with a superior lustre. He 
stands distinguished by the 
eminence of his knowledge, 
grace, labours, and success, as 
a noble and animating exem- 
plar of a minister of Jesus 
He was set apart 
from the womb, as he himself 
tells us, (Gal. i. 14) to be 
a chosen instrument of preach- 
ing among the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ. 
The frame of his heart, and 
the raanner of his life, the pro- 
fession he had made, and the 


services in which he was en-_ 


gaged before his conversion, 
were evidently suited to ren- 
der him an unsuspected, as 
well as a zealous witness to 
the truth and power of the 
gospel, after he had embraced 
it. The Lord’s purpose was 
to show the insufficiency of 
all legal appointments and hu- 
man attainments, the power of 
his grace in subduing the 
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strongest prejudices, and the 
ep of iis mercy in pardon- 

ng the most violent attempts 
against his gospel. We know 
not how this purpose could 
have been more effectually an- 
swered in asingle instance, 
than by making choice of the 
apostle Paul, who had been 
possessed’ of ¢ every advantage 
that can be imagined exclusive 
pf the gospel ; aid, ‘in conse- 
quence Pot these advantages, 
‘hed made the most: pertina- 
cious efforts to ‘suppréss it. 
He was born a Jew, bred up 
under Gamaltel; a chief of the 
Pharisees, the sect which pro- 
fessed ‘the most peculiar at- 
tachment to the law of Moses. 
‘His conduct before he bécame 
a christian was undoubtedly 
moral, if we understand mo- 
ality in that lean and confin- 
ed sense which it too frequent- 
ly bears among ourselves, as 
‘signifvi ing no more than an 


exemption from gross vices, 


together with a round of out- 

ward duties performed ina 
mercenary, servile spirit to 
sooth conscience’ and — pur- 
chase the fayour of God. 
While he was thus busied in 
observing the letter of the law, 
he tells us, “* He Was alive” — 
that is, he pleased himself in 
his own attainments, doubted 
not of his ability to please 
God, and that his state was. 
safe and good. Upen these 
principles, which act uniform- 
ly upon all who are governed 
by them, his heart was filled 
with enmity against the doc- 
trines and people of Jesus, and 
his blind conscience taught 
him, that it was his duty to 





oppose them. He was a 
willing witness at the death 
of Stephen, and, from a spec- 
tator, soon became a distin: 
guished actor in the like trap» 
edies. Such is the usual, if 
not unavoidable gradatioty, . in 
astate of nature, from. bad 
to worse. - ‘The excess and 
effects of his rage are describ- 
edt by saint Luke in lively col- 
ours ; and he often acknowl- 
edges it in his epistles :. For 
though the Lord forgave. him, 
he knew not how to forgive 
himself for having persecuted 
and wasted the -church ° of 
God. He made havoe of the 
disciples like a lionora wolf a- 
mongst sheep, pressing: into 
their houses, sparing none, 
not even women. ‘Thus he 
was filled with the hateful spir- 
it of persecution, which is un- 
distinguishing and ‘unrelent- 
ing. The mischiefs he ‘could 
‘do in Jerusalem notbeing sufk- 
cient to gratify his insatiable 
cruelty and thirst of blood, he 
obtained a commission from 
the high prfést to harass the 
disciples at Damascus. In 
this journey, when he was 
near the city, he was sudden- 
ly struck to the ground by 
the voice and appearance of 
the Lord Jesus. From that 
hour a memorable change 
took place.in his heart and 
views; and, having been 


‘baptized by Ananias, and re- 
ceived a free pardon of all his 


wickedness, with a commis- 


‘ston to the apostolic office, he 


began to preach that faith, 
which before he had so indus- 
triously laboured to destroy, 
In this new light we are now 
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to consider him; and what- 
ever may be reasonably ex- 
pected froma sense of sucha 
display of grace and mercy in 
his behalf, we:shall find man- 
ifested in the. subsequent 
course of his lifes Happy are 
those who come the nearest to 
such an exemplary patron. 

I. The characteristic excel- 
lence of saint Paul, which was 
as the spring or source of eve- 
ry other grace, was the arden- 
cy of the supreme love he bare 
to his Lerd and. Saviour. It 
would not be easy to find ma- 
ny periods throughout his e- 
pistles which do not evidence 
the fulness of his heart in this 
respect, . He seems delighted 
even with: the sound of the 
name of Jesus; so that, re- 
gardless of the cold rules of 
studied composition, we find 
him repeating itten times in 
the compass of ten successive 
verses, (I, Cor. i, 1—~10.). He 


was so struck with the just . 


claim the Saviour had to eye+ 
ry heart, that heaccounted the 
want of love to him the high- 
est pitch of ingratitude and 
wickedness, and deserving the 
utmost severity of wrath and 
ruin. When he was conscious 
that, for the unwearied appli- 
cation. to the service of the 
gospel in defiance of the many 
dangers and deaths which a- 
waited him in every place, he 
appeared to many as one be- 
side himsélf ; and, transported 
beyond the bounds of sober 
reason, he thought it a suffi- 
cient apology to say, “* The 


: love of Christ constrains us.”’ 


We are content to be fools for 
his sake ; to be despised, so he 


may be honoured ; to be noth- 
ing in ourselves, that he may 
be all in all. He had sucha 
sense of the glorious invalua- 
ble excellence of the person of 
Christ, of his adorable conde- 
scension in taking the nature 
and curse of sinners’ upon 
himself; and his lete jsuit- 
ableness and sufficiency,'as the 
wisdom,righteousness,sanetifi; 
cation and redemption ‘of his 
people, that he often seems'at 
a loss for words answerable to 
the emotions of his heart ; and 
when he has exhausted the 
powers of language, and as- 
tonished his readers with his in- 
imitable energy, he intimates 
a conviction of his inability to 
do justice to a’ subject the 
height, and depth, and length, 
and breadth of: which are too 
great for our feeble capacities 
te grasp. But besides these 
general views, he was particu- 
larly affected with the exceed- 
mg abundant love and grace 
of Christ to himself, when he 
reflected on the circumstances 
in which the Lord had. found 
him, and the great things he 
had done for him, That he 
who had before been a perse- 
cutor,ablasphemer, and injuri- 
ous,should be forgiven, accept- 
ed as a child of God, intrusted 
with the ministry of the gos- 
pel, and appointed to everlas- 
ting salvation, was indeed an 
instance of wonderful grace. 
So it appeared to himself ; and 


at the thought of it, he often © 


seems to forget his present 
subject, and breaks forth into 
inimitable digressions to the 
raise of him who had loved 
on and given himself for 
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30 Remarkable interposition of Providence. 


him. Happily convinced of 
the tendency and efficacy of 
this principle in himself, he 
proposes itto others, instead 
of a thousand arguments, 
whenever he would inculcate 
the most unreserved obcdience 
to the whole will of God, or 
stir up_ believers toa holy dili- 
gence in adorning the doctrine 


of their God and Saviour in 


all things; and his exhorta- 
tions to the conscientious dis- 
charge of the various duties of 
relative life, are generally en- 
forced by this grand motive. 
In a word, at all times and in 
all places, the habitual and 
favorite subject that employ- 
ed his thoughts, his tongue, 
and his pen, was the love of 
Christ. 
Supported and animated by 
this; love, he exerted him- 
self to the ‘utmost in pro- 
moting the knowledge of him 
whom he loved, and in bear- 
ing testimony to his power 
and grace. Nothing could 
lishearten, or weary, or terri- 
ty, or bribe him from his du- 
ty. And this must and will 
be universally the leading 
principle ofa faithful minister. 
Should a man possess: the 
tongue of men and angels, the 
finest genius and the most 
edmired accomplishments, if 
he be not constrained and di- 
rected by the love of Christ, 
he will either do nothing, or 
nothing to the purpose ; he 
will be unable to support ei- 
ther the frowns or the smiles 
of the world ; his studies and 
endeavours will certamly be 
influenced by low and selfish 
views; and though interest 


or a desire of applause may 
stimulate him to shine as a 
scholar, a critic, ora philoso- 
pher; yet, till the love of 
Christ rule in his heart, he 
will neither have inclination 
nor power to exert himself for 
the glory of God, or the good 
of souls.” 
(To be continued.) 


A REMARKABLE INTERPOSI- 
TION OF PROVIDENCE. 


Tuomas HowNnMAN,a ve- 
ry poor man, lived ina soli- 
tary hut on a moor not far 
from Lowick in England. 
His only means for support- 
ing a wife and two young 
children were the scanty earn- 
ings obtained by carrying 
coals toa neighbouring mar- 
ket upon an ass, and making 
brooms of the heath, and sell- 
ing them round the country. 
Though poor in temporals, he 
was rich in faith, a man of 
prayer, and lived near to 
God. 

One day being disappointed 
of receiving pay for his coals, 
he returned home in the even- 
ing, and found;his little fam- 
ily in great distress. His 
children were crying for food, 
and the tender mother weep- 
ing that she had none to give 
them. Exhausted with their 
sufferings, they went to bed 
and soon fell asleep. 

Being a pleasant evening, 
he went toa retired spot to 
meditate, and to implore re- 
lief of his heavenly Father for 
his family. He continued 
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there some time, and had such 
enlargement in prayer, such a 
humbling sense of himself,such 
interesting views of the grace 
of God, and the love and 
beauty of the Saviour, such an 
anxious desire to be entirely 
conformedto him; his mind 
was so occupied and feasted 
with these spiritual things, as 
to forget his temporal wants. 
In aserene and composetl 
frame of mind he returned to 
his house, and to his surprise 
and joy he found ona form a 
joint of meat roasted, and a 
large loaf of bread. He im- 
mediately sought, but could 
not find his benefactor. He 


_awoke his wife and children, 


returned thanksto God for 
this unexpected relief, and im- 


plored his blessing, and then 


they made a rich and joyful 
meal. 
The method was at least 
singular by which this distres- 
sed family obtained this un- 
expected relief. At little 
distance lived a miserly far- 
mer of considerable proper- 
ty. One day he gave direc- 
tions to his housekeeper to 
have two large loaves of 
white bread baked, and a 
whole joint of meat roasted. 
He then went to market, and 


-ruturned home in the even- 


ing in very bad humour, and 
soon went to bed. In about 
two hours after, he called his 
man-servant, and ordered 
him to take one of the loaves 
of bread and the joint of meat, 
and carry them to Thomas 
Hownman’s, and leave them 
there. Hedidso, and &nd- 


_ to prayer, and encourage 


ing the family asleep, went a- 
way. 

The next morning he cal- 
led the house-keeper and ser- 
vantto him, and seemed in 
greatagitation of mind. He 
told them, that. he intended 


_to have invited several neigh- 


bouring farmers, who were 
always teasing him for his 
covetousness, to sup with him 
the night before; but a hea- 
vy shower of rain falling, 
they rode off, and prevented 
him. Goingto bed, he did 
not rest well, fell a dreaming, 
and thought he saw Hown- 
man’s wife and children starwv- 
ing for hunger; he awoke 
and put off the impression ; 
he dreamed the second time, 
and endeavoured to shake it 
off ; but he was altogether 
overcome by the nonsense of 
the third time: he believed 
the devil was in him, but that 
since he was so foolish as to 
send the meat and bread, he 


could not now help it ; and 


charged them never to speak 
of it, or he would turn them a- 
way directly. Accordingly 
the matter was not divulged 
until after his death. 

Who would not rather be 
like pious Hownman in the 
midst of his poverty, enjoy- 
ing his spiritual comfort, than 
like this miserly wretch, with 
all his wealth ? 

Let this authenticated an- 
ecdote excite the pious — 

em. 


to trust in God. He, who 
suffered not the widow’s bar- 
rel of meal and cruse of oil to 
fail, who made the raven feed, 
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his prophet, may disquiet the 
miser’s rest,and open even the 
hand of “avarice to distribute 
charity. His stores are inex- 
haustible, and he never can 
want meats, through which to 
convey relief to his afflicted 
children ; and he has prom- 
ised that he will never leave 
nor forsake them. 


[————. 
SELECT SENTENCES. 


CHRISTIANS must not ex- 
pect much comfort in this e- 
vil world, which once crucifi- 
edthe Lord of glory, and 
which has ever ill used the 


best of mens They should © 


therefore study to pass thro’ 
it as pilgrims ; and to leave 
it, as they who are departing 
to a better, that isa heavenly 
country. 

AN equivocation, which 


serves the purpose of a lie, — 
right or wrong by self inter- 
“est; and count themselves 


bears the same relation to a 
lie that a hypocrite does to ‘a 
profane person ; it is only ap- 
parenthy better; and therefore a 
more dangerous cheat. 

Next to the love, which 
subsists betwixt the Lord 
Jesus Christ and his people, 
that ‘endeared affection which 
springs from it, producés the 
most vigorous, durable, faith- 
ful and disinterested friend- 
ship: yet this heavenly love 
occasions deep distress in thzs 
world, in which itisan exotic; 
but m its own climate above 


it will flourish into unalloyed 
and eternal pleasure. 

It will never be well with 
the church of God, until se- 
cret lamentations over unré- 
proved scandals and abuses, 
and private conversations con- 
cerning the faults of the ab- 
sent, be generally changed, by 
the ministers of Christ, for 
faithful plain dealing with 
men in private : and they who 
are of reputation ought to 
take the lead, and to set the 
example, in this arduous, but 
salutary business. 

Boru adulation and calum- 
ny are injurious to a great de- 
gree, but the former is the 
most hurtful ; for to be tempt- 
ed to sin is more injurious, 
than to be robbed of our rich- 
es or even of our characters ; 
and. smooth speeches and well 
timed presents often seduce 
the wise and righteous into 
improper conduct. 

Wiexed men judge of 


robbed of every expectéd ad- 
vantage, which goes beside 
them; it gratifies malevo- 
lence to insult the afflicted, and 
to vent imprecations and re- 


‘ proaches: and they who think 


nothing of the authority, 
providence or word of God, 
in other respects, are often 
very ready to interpret the 
afflictions of their neighbours 
as divine judgments, in oppo- 
sition to the clearest evi- 
lence. 
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Tue state of religion within 
the bounds of the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church 
is represented by that body in 
their Minutes of May, 1807, as 
follows : 

_ © The Assembly having heard 
from its members a circumstantial 
account of the state of religion 
within their bounds and parts ad- 
jacent, are of opinion, that during 
the last year, the cause of vital 
piety has in general been pros 
gressive, 

Throughout a great part of 
the vast tegion to which the As- 
sembly extended their inquiries, 
new churches are forming, and 
those already formed are receiv- 
ing successively additional mem- 


bers. Migrations from some 


parts, particularly those which 
are central in the state of Penn« 
sylvania, reduce tbe churches, 
but furnish on thé southwestern 
frontier, the seeds of new Con- 
gregations. 

In various congregations beloity- 
ing tothe Synod of New-York 
and New-Jersey, we are presen- 
ted with evidences of Almighty 
power and grace accompanying 
the word of God, and produciug 
happy effects. 

Similar effusions of the Holy 
Spirit on different churches under 
the eare of the General Associa- 
tion of Connecticut and of the 
Convention of Wermont, likewise 
demand our offerings of fervent 
gratitude to God for his great 
mercies. Thefe divine favours, 
though not widely extended in 
any particular district, are of 
FOL. TV. R 


great importance : and the more 
s0, as they have extended their 
influence to the young men in one 
or more literary institutions ; 
where are generally formed those 
characters, on whom, under God, 
depend, in a great measure, the 
important concerns of the Church, 
and of the Nation. 

In those parts, filent folemnity 
and deep impreffion pervade the 
faving work of God. And the 
churches throughout, including 
our brethren of the General Af- 
fociation of Connecticut, and of 
the Convention of Wermont, are 
harmoniously engaged in the pro- 
motion of religion, and dwellia 
peace. | 

The late extraordinary revivals 
of religion in the fouth and west 
appear to be gradually declining ; 
leaving, in our view, many fervent 


followers and friends of the Sa- 


viour, who stand ready to do 
whatever their hands find to be 
done for the glory of God, and 
the falvation of their fellow men. 
Whilst these , parts of the church 
exhibit fundry caufes for ferious 
and anxious folicitude, they still 
prefent to view. many whose con- 
victions and apie. inquiries 
give ground for comfortable ex 
pectations ; and in various corners 
of this part of the vineyard, the 
operations of almighty power 
and fovereign grace arrest the ate 
tention, and demand thanksgiv- 
ing. | 
“Their Missionaries, in different 
parts, have manifested a zeal and 
industry equal to the expectations 
of tke Agggmbly; and by their 
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labours have, we trust, been inftru- 
mental in producing those bene- 
fits to mankind, which will be 
the most grateful reward of the 
liberal contributions, which our 
people have made for Miffionary 
purpofes. 

We alfo view with solicitous 
expectation the gradual advan- 
ces of two tribes of Indians, whofe 
apparent dispofition to fubject 
themfelves to the benign influences 
of civilization, literature and _reli- 
gion, though marked with their 
ufual caution and suspicion, have 
made confiderable progrefs, and 
exhibited favorable appearances. 

For these great bleffings let 
God be praifed. 

But, alas! in connexion with 
the review of thefe manifeftations 
of divine love and mercy, many 
humbling evidences of human de- 
pravity and weaknefs conftrain us 
to painful remarks. The fincere 


worfhippers of God, compared 


with the great mafs of fociety, ape 
pear few: the important duties 
of domettic religion in many in- 
{tances are neglected: and in mae 
ny are only partially attended to. 
The Affembly alfo deplore the 
obvioufly increafing dereli€tion of 
truth, which in fome parts per- 
vades all claffes of fociety; the 

revalence of the profanation of 
the facred names of Jehovah; the 
violation of the Sabbath ; and 
in many parts debafing intempe- 
rance in the ufe of ardent spirits. 
They deplore likewife the preva- 
lent inordmate attachment to 
the things, and to the friendfhip 
of the world. 

We have ftill caufe to lament 
that in thofe fituations where at- 
tendance is moft convenient, and 
the advantages for religious im- 
provement are great, many of our 


people forfake their religious af- 
femblies on one. part of ‘the 
day. But above all, andin clofe 
and fatal union with this laft and 
the preceding evils, they deplore 
the prevalence of unbelief ; that 
{tate of mind which is enmity a- 
gainft God, reproaches his truth, 
and contemns the amiable 
glories of redeeming love. 

In circumftances highly diftin- 
guifhed by the bleffiags of Heav- 
en, bothin a religious and civil 
view, especially when contrafted 
with the state of many na- 
tions ; such evidences of ingrati- 
tude and impiety present alarmmg 
provocations to a holy God. 
They awfully increase our guilt, 
and roufe our fears. Surely the 
Lord is long fuffering and of ten- 
der mercy ; therefore amidst all 
our provocations we are permitted 
to view Zion rising withincreasing 
glories and extension ; and to see 
some latearrangements for increas- 
ing the number of pious and faith- 
ful ministers, opening a flattering 
prospect in this important con- 
cern. 

The Assembly, on the whole, 
praife God for the degree of suc- 
cess with which he has been pleaf- 
ed to crown their efforts for the 
extension of his kingdom, and 
the edification of the body of 
Christ. 

And, relying on the liberal 
contributions, and pious co-ope- 
ration of their people, both by 
their holy livmg and _ fervent 
prayer to God, desire to profe- 
cite, under the encouragement 
with which they are favoured, 
with redoubled diligence. the 

reat and interesting undertakings 
which have hitherto employed 
their cares and their labours. 
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A plain for the formation of a 
Religious Tract Society. 


1. The name fhall be Zhe Con- 
necticut Religious Tract Society. 

2. The sole object of the Socie- 
ty fhall be the promotion of evan- 

elical religion ; and nothing 
fhall be publifhed in the tracts, 
which fhall give any just caufe of 
offence to any particular denomina- 
tion of Chriftians. 

3. The Society will endeavour 
to. compafs this object, by diftrib- 
uting these traets to the poor 
gratis, and by felling them at the 


difcretion of their committee at. 


the firft coft and charges, or at 
reduced prices, to other perfons, 
who fhall be difpofed to pur- 


chafe, 

4, Every fubfcriber, who hall 
engage to pay annually a fum not 
less. than one dollar, fhall be a 
member fo long as the amount of 
his {ubfcription fhall be paid. 

5, Every fubfcriber to the a- 
mount ofa fum not lefs than ten 


dollars fhall be a member for - 


life. 

6. Every fubfcriber fhall be 
entitled to three fourths of the 
amount of his fubfcription, in 
tracts at the firft coft and char- 


7. Any perfon: fubfcribing a 


fum not fufficient to conttitute 


him a member, fhall be entitledto | 


the fame proportion of tracts. 

8. Iiany fubfcriber within the 
city of New-Haven thall not call 
for his tracts within ten days af- 
ter notice of their being publifhed 
fhall have been given in fome 

news-paper, his fhare fhall be con- 
fidered as_relinquifhed to the dif- 
pofal of the Society. 

9. If any fubfcriber without 
the city of New-Haven fhalt not 
ealliu hke manner within three 


months after fuch natice, his fhare 
fhall be confidered as relinquithed 


as before mentioned. 

10. No member fhall be enti- 
tled to any tracts till after the 
payment of his annual or other 
fub{cription. 

11. The officers fhall confit of 
a Prefident, Vice Prefident, Sec- 
retary and Treafurer, to be 
chofen by ballot, and of com- 
mittees. 

12. There fhall be an annual 
meeting on the faft Wednefday of 
Octobes, holden at New-Haven, 
at which the officers fhall be ap- 
pointed, and ahy other bufinefs 
fhall be done that may be thought 
proper. 

13. The Prefident, or in his 
abfence, the Vice Prefident, may 
call a fpecial meeting, and not less 
than feven fhall at any time con- 
flitute a quorum ; but a less num- 
ber fhall have power to adjourn. 

14. A committee hall be 
chofen from the members 
throughout the State, whose du- 
ty it fhall be to folicit fubfcriptions, 
to affift in the diftributions of 
tracts, to be agents for the Socie- 
ty in the colleétion and remit- 
tance of fubscription mowies, and 
to tranfa& fuch other bufiness, 
as the Society fhall deem expe- 
dient. 

15. A {pecial Committee fhall 
be appointed to felect matter for 
publication, and to fuperintend 
the printing of the Tracts, 

16. Every member {hall be at 
liberty to withdraw fromthe Socie- 
ty on giving written notice of his 
intention to the Secretary. 

17. No tax fhall be laid upon 
the Society. 


18. The accounts of the Soci- 


ety fhall be audited, and the 
proceedi sda Society pub- 


lifhed ann 
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19. The Conftitution of the 
Society may be amended at any 


_ annual meeting. 


After feveral meetings of a 
number of gentlemen friendly to a 
Religious Traét Society, the 
foregoing articles were adopted, 
and allthe gentlemen prefent at 
the laft meeting fubfcribed infuch 
a manner as to become members 
according to the Conftitution. 
They then proceeded to the 
choice of officers to ferve the So- 
ciety till the firft annual meeting. 
The following perfons were chos- 
en tothe offices affixed to their 
refpective names : 


Rey. T. Dwicurt, pb, pv. Pref, 


Obituary. 


Isaac Mitxs, Esq. Treafurer. 
JereEmMiAH Evarts, Esq. 
Secretary. 

The following perfons were 
chofen a committee to folicit fub- 
fcriptions in this city; viz. Isaac 
Mills, Esq. Stephen ‘Twining, 
Esq. Rev. Samuel Merwin, Mr. 
Hezekiah Belden, and Jeremiah 
Evarts, Esq. 

The choice of a Vice-Prefident 
and committees was deferred to a 
future meeting. 

Publifhed by ‘dire€tion of the 
Society. 

Jeremian Evarts, Sec’y, 


’ New-Haven Sept. 7, 1807. 
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OBITUARY. 


Scime account of the sickness 
and exercises of the mind of 
Master Natuan Hott, 
who died at Epping, N. H. 
on Thursday, Fuly 23, 


1807, in the 12th year of 


his age, after a sickness of 
almost eight weeks. 


Dvurinc the firft three weeks 
of his ficknefs, he appeared to 
have a flow intermitting fever. 
His phyficians did not think him 
dangerous, But fome of his im- 
mediate connexions thought him 
in a very critical fituation. About 
three weeks after he firft com- 

lained of being unwell, he was 
fuddenly feized with a fevere 
ftri€ture upon his lungs, and was 
ina very diftreffed condition for 
the moit of the time after, though 
not exercifed with acute pain. 
A great part of thetime he was 
obliged to fit upright in the bed, 


and be fupported byghands, or by 


2 


pillows. Sometimes he could lie 
partly down. His patience and 
calmnefs were remarkable. His 
parents now entertained but little 
expeCtation of his recovery, and 
became anxious to know the {late 
of his mind. His father converf- 
ed with him about his fituation, 
and his fpiritual concerns, and 
found him very thoughtful, and 
his young mind to be deeply im- 
prefled with a fenfe of his depen- 
dance upon God, the tmportance 
of religion, and the neceffity of 
an intereft in Jesus Curis7, in 
order to future happinefs. About 
this}time, he asked his mother 
fome queftions, which led her to 
fuppofe that he thought himfelf 
in danger of a confumption. She 
asked him if he fhould be terrified, 
if he fhould be in a confumption ? 
He faid if he had an intereft in 
Curist, he fhould not; he fhould 
be willing to die. His fymptomg 
appeared more unfavorable from 
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day today. His father asked 
him where he looked for help ? 
He anfwered, I look to 
Gop. Do you pray to Gon? 
{aid his father. Yes, fir, faid he. 
What do you pray Gep to do 
for you, my fon ? I pray Gop to 
change my heart, to give me an 
mtereft in Curist, and to give 
me ftrength, faid he. Do you 
pray to Gop to pardon your fins, 
faid his father ? Yes, fir, was the 
anfwer. He appeared very fenfi- 
ble that he was a finner, and ftood 
inneed of pardon, His father 
asked him if he loved Gop. He 
faid he did not know. He then 
reprefented to him the infinite 
love of Gop towards the children 
of men, his infinite wifdom, pow- 
er, righteoufnefs and goodnefs, 
and his ability and difpofition to 
fhew mercy to all, who are recon- 
ciled to him through Jesus 
@urist; and thatthole who were 
reconciled to Gop might fafely 
truft themfelves in his hands ; that 
he was infinitely wife, knew per- 
fe&tly what was beft, and would 
beftow the beft mercies upon all 
his children. His father asked 
him if he was willing that Gop’s 
will fhould be done upon him, if 
it fhould be to take him away by 
this ficknefs. He faid, if he was 
prepared to die, he fhould be wil- 
ling. 

He was asked on the Lord’s 
day, if he defired public prayers. 
He faid he did. What do you 
defire the minifter to pray for? 
[ want him to pray that Gop 
would pardon my fins, that I may 
have an intereft in Curist, and 
be reconciled to Gon’s will, faid 
the dear child. He appeared 
now to have but little expeéta- 
tion of getting better, and con- 
verfed about his fituation with 
perfect calmnefs, and appeared 


from day to day to be more rec- 
onciled to Gon’s will, and to have 
his fpiritual profpects brightened. 
He wanted prayers with him 
night and morning, and generally 
oftener. Some days he wanted 
prayers feveral times in the day. 
His father asked him if he felt 
better when he prayed to God; 
if he felt more comfortable in his 
mind. He faid he did. About eight 
or ten days before his deceafe, he 
appeared entirely reconciled to 
Gen’s will. He thought he had 
an intereft in Curist, and was 
willing to leave the world. 

His father converfed with him 
daily about his fpiritual concerns, 
and received great {fatisfaction 
and comfort. He expreffled an 
entire willingnefs to leave the 
world,- when Gop fhould be pleaf- 
ed to call for him. 

On Tuefday afternoon before 
his deceafe, he appeared to be in 


the agonies of death, and it was - 


thought by the byftanders that 
he would continue but a few mo- 
ments. He was favoured with 
the perfeét exercife of his reafon. 
His father asked him, if he felt 
himfelf going. He faid he did. 
Do youfeel ready, my dear child? 
‘Yes, fir. Is deatha terror to 
you? No, fir. 

But Gon’s time was not yet 
come. It pleafed the Lorp to 
revive him again, But his diftre!s 
returned upon him frequently ai- 
ter this. Once in a few hours 
he would appear to be dying; 
but was favoured with the full 
exercife of his reafon. He ap- 
peared remarkably comfortable in 
his mind, Death was no terror 
to him. 

Wednefday in the afternoon 
his diftrefs returned upon him, and 
he appeared very feeble; he cait his 


eyes around in a moft affettionaty 
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and engaging manner, and faid—I 
am going. Farewell, Pa—fare- 
well, Ma; and went through 
with his fitter and brothers, and 
all in the room, taking each by 
the hand. When he had gone 
through, he fays, farewell all—l 
wifh you all well; [ am going. 
In all this fcene there was not 
the leaft agitation in his counte- 
nance, but a ferenity and calm- 
nefs, which was aftonifhing to 
the beholders. It had now be- 
come defirable to his neareft and 
moft anxious relatives, with 
fubmiffion to Gop’s will, to have 
death arreft him from the miferies 
of his difeafe. But behold God’s 
time was not yet come. ‘The 
dear child revives once more: a 
mott impreflive and afleéting fcene 
is yet to take place before his de- 
parture. Though in a feeble 
fiate, every nerve “trembling, and 
the fy mptoms of death upon him, 
he has yet his dying advice to im- 


part to his dear fifter and beloved 
brothers, whom he was about to 


leave, never to behold them 
again im this world. 

At about 12 o’clock on 
Wecnesday night, he began of 
his own accerd in the fallosing 
manner. Pa. His Pa, who was fite 
ting at a fmall diftanee from him, 
faid, what do you wifh, my fon? 
Pa, faid he, will you go along 
with me? I mutt wait, faid 
his Pa, till God calls for me, 
Pa, I want BL.. to go with me ; 
you mult go icon. My dear 
child, faid Nie Pa, do you feel 
willing to go? Yes Sir, faid he, 
without the least besitation. Af- 
ter a few moinents paufe, and a 
little drowle, he atked for Peter 
and Jeremiah, his brethers, one 
5, the other 3 years old; being 
told they were in bed, he was 
asked what he wasted of them? 


aon 


he faid he- wanted to fay fome- 
thing to them. He was told 
they fhould be awaked and come 
to him. It is no matter, fays 
he, if they are afleep; I can tell 
them in the morning, if I live, 
Where is Hannah ? faid he, (his 
only fifter 13 years old.) Being 
asked what he wanted of her, 
he faid he wanted to fay fome- 
thing toher. She was immedi- 
ately awaked, and came in. He 
addreffled her in the following 
words. ‘* Hannah, Hannah, 
you muft love Jesus CuristT, 
and come to him, as foon as ever 
you can. You muft hear him in 
every thing he fays to you. 
You muft pray unto him every 
night and every morning, and 
always. You muft love him and 
hear him inevery thing he fays 
unto you ; and you muft pray to 
him when thou lieft down and 
when thou rifeft up, and always, 
and you muft come to him as 
foon as you can. If you pray 
earneilly to him, Gon will hear 
you. Iam beat out. I cannot 
fay any more now ;”’ and reclined 
his head upon his pillow. 

In afew moments Peter and 
Jeremiah came to his bed-fide. 
He faid it would be of no fervice ~ 
to Jeremiah to talk to him, for 
he would not remember it five 
minutes. He began with Peter. 
Peter, Peter, was. repeated five 
or fixtimec,do youknowCurist? 
You muft knew him, and you 
muft love him; if you do not, 
you will be burnt in the fire for- 
ever. and ever andevermore. Pe- 
ter, had you not rather love Chritt 
and ferve him, than to be burnt ? 
If you do not love Curist, Gop 
wen’t make, you happy. Yoit 
muft fay your prayers every night 
and morning. Do you fay your 
prayers? You mutt mind Peter, 









~ 


and fove Chrift more than every 
body. You may go. Jeremiah, 
you muft mind and fay your 
prayers every night and morning, 
You may go. I am beat out, 
Beholding the byltanders in 
tears, he faid, don’t weep ; I am 
going to my dear Redeemer. 
A gentleman fitting by him faid 
to him, do you love Chrift more 
than every thing? Yes fir, faid 
he. Why do you love him ? 
faid the gentleman. Becaufe, 
{aid he, heis doing me good con- 
tinually, and he died for finners. 
An aged gentleman fitting by, 
faid to > him, Nathan, who is Je. 
fus Chrift? The Son of God, 
said he. Did Jefus Christ be- 
come man, as well as God? Yes, 
‘fir. And did hecome into this 
world? Yes, fir, And what 
did he do here? He died, was 
nailed to the crofs, and pierced 
through with a fpear. For 
what? That he might fave us 
from fin and mifery. You are 
right, faid the aged gentleman. 


And where is Chriftt now? He. 


is in heaven at God’s right hand. 
You are right, faid the gentleman, 
there he is interceding for finners, 
Do you think you have an inter- 
eltinhim? Yes, fir. He seem- 
ed then alittle drowfy, and faid 
no more till morning. 

He then began with his Pa, 
in the following words ; O Pa! 
you don’t know what I undergo. 
My child, do you feel willing t 
bear what God is pleafed to lay 
upon you? Yes fir, faid he, if I 
can, but ‘I can’t help groaning 
fomecimes, and I don’t know as 
any body could. O Pa! O Ma! 
I feel dreadfully, I want to be 
with Curtstr. You muft try 
to have patience, faid his Pa, and 
it will not be long before you 
will be out of your trouble. OQ, 
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faid the dear child, I want Gop 
to come. O Lord, receive my 
soul! O Gop, I want tobe with 
you! O Gop, I pray youto ease 
me of “F pains! Jeremiah cried 


by the bed sida. Jeremiah, faid . 


he, I wish you. was fit to go with 
ms. I want to have you go with 
me. Lhop2 you will be fit. H: 
then ad Iressed himself to his sister 
in the following words. Hannah, 
you must mind and love Cuaisr, 
and come to him, avd pray to him 
every night and moraing. You 
must mind every thing he fays to 
you, and be prepared for his com- 
ing. Do you think if he was to 
come now, youare prepared? you 
ought to be, Hannah; he will 
come soon. Mind every thing he 
says to you. 

He then called for the woman 
who had been hired in the family 
almost two. years. She came 
to the bed side, Calling her by 
name, he said you muft mind what 
Curist says. You must remem- 


ber you have a heart, and you 


havea foul, mind them ; and mind 
every thing Curisr says to you, 
and prepare for his coming. Do 
you think, said he, if Chrit fhould 
come now, you are prepared ? 
You ought to be. He will come 
foon, and call you to givejup your 
account to him. You mutt 
mind, and hear every thing he 
fays to you, and pray earneftly 
to him, 

He then addreffed himfelf to 
Peter again. Peter, you mutt 
mind, and fay your prayers every 
night and morning. Have you 
faid your prayers this morning ? 
I am afraid you have not. 


His youngett brother, two 


years old, was by the bed’s fide 
in his mother’s arms, He looked 
upon him. Jofhua, faid he, you 
muft mind, I have prayed for 
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you this morning. His father, 
who was holding him up ia the 


bed, faid to him, my child, what 
did you pray for him? I prayed 
that God would give him a heart 
to serve him, was the anfwer. 

He continued in a very happy 
frame of mind. Heexpreffed fue 
preme love to the Lorp Jesus 
Curist, and an entire willing. 
nefs to leave all his dear friends 
and relatives here, to go to be 
with his dear Redeemer. He of. 
fered up frequent petitions to 
Gop, and defired prayers with 
him feveral times in the courfe of 


the day. A little before the fet- 
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ting of the fun his ftrength and 
voice failed. Hislips were pers 
ceived to move. ‘I'wo perfons, 
one on either fide of him, liftened 
attentively to his laft whifpers, and 
diftinctly heard the words Lorp 
Jesus; and his breath was gone. 

‘We humbly truft, his happy 
{pirit is gone to the “spirits of 
the juft made perfe&,’’ to behold 
the face of Jesus Curist, who 
in the days of his miniftration 
upon earth faid, ‘* Suffer little 
children to come unto me, and 
ferbid them not, for of fuch is the 


kingdom of heaven,”’ 
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PSALM CXXII. 
a 
The festal Morn, my God, is come, 
‘hat calls me tothy honour’d 
dome 

‘Lhy presence to adore ; 

My feet the summons shali attend, 
With willing steps thy Courts as- 
cend, 

And tread the ‘hallow’d floor. 

Il. 
E’v’n now to our transported eyes 
lair Zion’s tow’rs in prospect 
rise 3 

Within her gates we stand, 
And, lost in wonder and delight, 
Behold her happy fons unite 

In friendship’s frrmest band. 
III. 

Hither from Judah’s ntmost end 
The heaven protected tribes as- 
cend ; 

Their offerings hither bring ; 
Here, cager to attest their joy, 
In hymns of praise their tongues 

employ, 

And hail th’ immortal King. 

IV. 
By his command impeil'd, to Her 
Contending crowds their cause re- 
fers 


While princes from her throne 


With equal doom th’ unerring law 
Dispense, who boast their birth to 
draw 
From Jesse’s favored Son. 
Vv. 
Be peace by each implor’d on thee, 
O Salem, while with bended knee 
To Jacob’s God we pray ; 
How blest who calls himself thy 
friend, 
Success his labour shall attend, 
And safety guard his way. 
Vi. 
O mayset thou, free from hostile _ 
fear, 
Nor the Ioud voice of tumult hear, 
Nor war’s wild wastes deplore. 
May plenty nigh thee take her 
s.and 
And inthy courts with lavish hand 
Distribute all her store. 
VII. 
Seat of my friends and Brethren, 
hail, 
How can my tongue, 0 Salem, fail 
To bless thy lov’d abode ? 
How cause the zeal that in me 
glows 
Thy good to seek, whose walls 
inclose 
The mansion of my God? 





